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Questions  for  Candidates 

FOR 

Rural  District  Councils. 


f  A  Rural  District  Councillor  is  a  member  of  the  Sanitary  ana 
Highway  Authority  and  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.) 

Sir,  or  Madam, 

In  connection  with  your  Candidature  for  the  office  of 
District  Councillor,  I  should  be  obliged  if  you  would  be  good 
enough  to  answer  the  following  questions,  and  return  the  paper 
to  me. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 


Name  of  Elector. 


Address  of  Elector  . . . . 

QUESTIONS. 

ANSWERS. 

ALLOTMENTS. 

1.  Will  you  do  your  utmost  to  ensure  that 
all  the  powers  of  the  District  Council  about 
allotments  are  put  into  operation  whenever 
required,  so  that  every  working-man  who 
desires  to  have  an  allotment  shall  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  one  in  a  convenient  situation 
and  at  a  reasonable  rent  ? 

2.  Will  you  urge  the  Council  to  use  their 
powers  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  for  the  erection  of  cottages 
with  gardens,  or  of  lodging-houses,  wher¬ 
ever  they  are  wanted  ? 

PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

3.  Will  you  vote  for  the  appointment  of  a 
medical  officer  who  shall  give  his  whole 
time  to  his  public  work  ? 

4.  Will  you  insist  upon  every  cottage  in  the 
District,  no  matter  by  whom  owned,  being 
put  and  kept  in  a  thoroughly  healthy  state  ? 
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QUESTIONS. 

5.  Will  you  press  for  additional  Sanitary 
Inspectors  being  appointed  to  prevent  nuis¬ 
ances  anywhere  in  the  District  ? 

6.  Will  you  vote  for  the  provision  of  an 

improved  water  supply  in  the  parish  of 
. . . ? 

7.  Will  you  vote  for  a  scheme  for  the  drain¬ 
age  of  the  parish  of . ? 

8.  Will  you  take  steps  to  secure  the  im¬ 
mediate  repair  of  the  road  between  . 

. . . ? 

9.  Will  you  vote  for  the  provision  of  a  new 

road  from . to  . ? 

10.  Will  you  use  all  the  powers  of  the 
Council  to  oppose  any  attempt  to  enclose 
Common  Land  or  Roadside  Wastes  or  stop 
up  any  Footpath  or  Right  of  Way,  any¬ 
where  within  the  District  ? 


A  DEMOCRATIC  POLICY. 

11.  If  it  is  proposed  to  elect  a  Chairman  or 
Vice-Chairman  from  outside  the  Council, 
or  to  add  to  its  number  two  non-elected 
members  (as  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1894,  renders  possible),  will  you  offer  the 
scheme  your  strenuous  opposition  ? 

12.  Will  you  advocate  the  meetings  of  the 
District  Council,  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  their  Committees  being  held  at  such 
times  as  will  enable  working  men  and  women 
when  elected  to  attend  without  difficulty  ? 

13.  Will  you  direct  the  paid  officers  of  the 
District  Council  and  Board  of  Guardians  to 
render  freely  whatever  help  they  can  to 
the  Parish  Councils,  if  this  is  asked  for  ? 

14.  Will  you  insist  that  no  laborer  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  District  Council  and  Board  of 

Guardians  shall  be  paid  a  wage  less  than . 

shillings  a  week  for  a  working  day  of . 

hours,  and  that  all  skilled  workmen  in  their 
employ  shall  receive  the  current  Trade 
Union  wages,  and  work  not  more  than  the 
current  Trade  Union  hours  ? 

15.  Will  you  vote  for  the  direct  employ¬ 
ment  of  labor  by  the  District  Council  or 
Board  wherever  possible,  in  order  to  do 
away  with  the  contractor  or  middleman  ? 


ANSWERS. 


QUESTIONS. 


16.  Wherever  a  contractor  cannot  be  dis¬ 
pensed  with,  will  you  insist  on  the  insertion, 
in  all  contracts  for  supplies  as  well  as  for 
works,  of  clauses  stipulating  (a)  against  sub¬ 
contracting  or  sweating  ;  (b)  for  payment  of 
Trade  Union  wages  and  observance  of  Trade 
Union  hours  and  other  conditions  ;  and  (c), 
in  the  case  of  clothing  contracts,  that  all 
work  be  done  in  the  contractor’s  factory, 
and  none  be  given  out  ? 

17.  Are  you  in  favor  of  every  working  man 
(including  those  in  the  employ  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  or  Board  of  Guardians)  being 
free  to  join  a  Trade  or  Laborers’  Union  ? 

18.  Will  you  support  any  effort  made  in 
times  of  depression  to  provide,  as  far  as  prac¬ 
ticable,  work  on  local  improvements  for  the 
genuine  unemployed  ? 

19.  Will  you  endeavor  to  have  any  work 
undertaken  by  the  District  Council  or  Board 
of  Guardians  so  arranged  as  to  emloy  labor 
during  the  winter  ? 


RELIEF  OF  THE  POOR. 

20.  Are  you  in  favor  of  substituting  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  adequate  pensions  out  of  the  taxes,  in¬ 
stead  of  Poor  Law  relief  for  the  aged  poor  ? 

21.  Meanwhile,  will  you  vote  for  adequate 
outdoor  relief  being  freely  given  to  the  aged 
poor,  in  no  case  less  than  5s.  a  week  ? 

22.  Will  you  oppose  any  attempt  to  obtain 
from  any  laborer  earning  less  than  15/-  a 
week,  a  contribution  to  the  support  of  his 
parents  who  may  be  on  the  parish  ? 

23.  Are  you  in  favor  of  such  an  admini¬ 
stration  of  Poor  Law  Infirmaries,  Dispen¬ 
saries,  and  Sick  Asylums  as  shall  remove 
all  stigma  or  pauperism  from  the  public 
treatment  ot  sickness  or  accident  ? 

24.  Are  you  in  favor  of  housing  the  differ¬ 
ent  classes  of  indoor  poor  (aged,  able-bodied, 
&c.),  whenever  possible,  in  separate  build¬ 
ings  ? 


ANSWERS. 


QUESTIONS. 


ANSWERS. 


2 5.  Will  you  insist  that  where  aged  married 
people,  both  over  sixty),  are  in  the  work- 
house,  a  separate  apartment  shall  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  them,  as  directed  by  the  Law  [10 
and  11  Viet.  c.  109,  s.  23],  and  report  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  any  infraction 
of  the  same  ? 

26.  Will  you  see  that  the  aged  poor  in  the 
workhouse  are  ( a )  provided  with  books  and 
newspapers,  ( b )  allowed  to  smoke,  (c)  to  in¬ 
terest  themselves  in  some  occupation,  ( d ) 
not  forced  to  wear  a  distinctive  dress,  and 
( e )  allowed  to  go  out  on  every  fine  day  ? 

27.  Will  you  take  care  that  all  children 
whose  charge  devolves  upon  the  commu¬ 
nity,  in  consequence  of  the  death,  desertion, 
or  pauperism  of  their  parents, 

(а)  shall  not  in  any  way  be  made  to  fey) 

that  their  dependence  is  either 
criminal  or  disgraceful  ? 

(б)  shall  not  be  marked  out  by  dress  or 

treatment  from  their  fellows  ? 

( c )  shall  receive  such  general  education, 

in  the  public  elementary  schools, 
and  special  teaching  of  a  skilled 
trade,  as  shall  counteract  any  he¬ 
reditary  tendency  to  lapse  into 
pauperism  ? 

(d)  shall  be  removed  from  the  contact 

with  pauperism  which  is  inevit¬ 
able  in  workhouses,  by  being 
boarded-out  and  sent  to  efficient 
public  schools  ? 


Signature  of  Candidate . . . . . . . . 

See  Fabian  Tract  No.  53,  “The  Parish  Councils  Act:  What  it  is  and  howto 
Work  it,  id.  Post  free  from  the  Fabian  Society,  276  Strand,  London,  W.C.,  for  ijd. 

For  list  and  particulars  of  other  Tracfts  like  this,  write  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Fabian  Society,  276  Strand,  W.C.  Printed  lists  of  questions  to  be 
put  to  candidates  for  the  Parish  or  County  Councils,  or  Parliament,  will  be 
sent  free  to  any  laborer.  Complete  set  of  53  Tracfts,  price  2s.  3d.  post  free; 
or,  bound  in  buckram,  3s.  gd,  post  free. 
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